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Unit Title Nuestro pobre planeta: Caring for the Only Earth 
We Have 
Course(s) IB  
Designed by Josie Hammons Time Frame 5 weeks 
Abstract/Intro
duction 
This unit is designed for the second year of the IB Diploma Programme Spanish Ab Initio course, but could be adapted for native 
speakers or an AP Spanish class as well. This unit focuses on building on students’ prior knowledge of the damage done to the 
environment. It gives them the basic vocabulary they need to read, write, and talk about planet earth, environmental issues, and 
possible solutions. It contains plenty of practice with the subjunctive tense, specifically structured with emotional and 
opinion-based statements and impersonal expressions. The performance task expects students to do research in their native 
language on one of six environmentally-related topics, including an environmental issue, two possible solutions, advantages 
and disadvantages for each of those solutions, and finally, the students’ opinions on those solutions. This task gives students an 
opportunity to combine all of the vocabulary they have learned throughout the unit to express what they think and show what 
they are passionate about regarding the world around them. The ultimate goal for this unit is to open students’ eyes to what 
they can do as ordinary citizens to slow down, if not repair, the damage that humans have done to the earth.  
 
Stage 1- Desired Results 
 
Established Goals: 
Texas Essential Knowledge & Skills for Languages Other Than English 
1. Interpersonal communication: speaking and writing.​ The student negotiates meaning through the spoken and written exchange of information in rehearsed 
and unrehearsed situations in a variety of contexts. The student uses a mixture of short statements, sentences, and strings of sentences with appropriate and 
applicable grammar structures and processes at the specified proficiency levels. The student is expected to: 
a. (B)  express and exchange personal opinions, preferences, and recommendations with supporting statements in spoken and written conversation; 
b. (C)  ask and tell others what they need to, should, and must do with supporting reasons in spoken and written conversation; 
2. Interpretive communication: reading and listening.​ The student comprehends connected statements from culturally authentic print, digital, audio, and 
audiovisual materials as appropriate within contextualized situations and sources. The student uses the interpretive mode in communication with appropriate 
and applicable grammatical structures and processes at the specified proficiency levels. The student is expected to: 
a. (B)  paraphrase the main idea, theme, and supporting details from fiction and nonfiction texts and audio and audiovisual materials; 
b. (C)  infer meaning of unfamiliar words or phrases in contextualized texts, audio, and audiovisual materials; and 
3. Presentational communication: speaking and writing.​ The student presents information orally and in writing using a mixture of phrases, sentences, and 
strings of sentences with appropriate and applicable grammar structures and processes at the specified proficiency levels. The student is expected to: 
a. (A)  express and defend an opinion or preference orally and in writing with supporting statements and with recommendations; 
b. (C)  inform others orally and in writing about a variety of topics using connected sentences with details and elaboration. 
 
IB Objectives and Themes 
OBJECTIVES 
➔ Receptive skills: the ability to comprehend straightforward written and spoken language. 
➔ Productive skills: the ability to write and speak the target language effectively 
➔ Interactive skills: the ability to understand and respond effectively to written and spoken language.  
THEMES 
3. Urban and rural environment 
➔ environmental concerns 
➔ global issues 
College and Career Readiness Standards for English/Language Arts​ (applicable to the level of Spanish the students are capable of using) 
Reading​: 
➔ Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
➔ Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices 
shape meaning or tone. 
➔ Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text relate to each other and the whole. 
➔ Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
Writing​: 
➔ Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
➔ Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 
➔ Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 
inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
➔ Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
Speaking & Listening​: 
➔ Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
➔ Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
 
Transfer 
Students will be able to independently use their learning to.... 
➔ Analyze articles that present environmental issue. 
➔ Investigate and propose possible solutions for environmental problems. 
➔ Express opinions about the earth’s current condition. 
 
 
 
 
Meaning 
UNDERSTANDINGS 
Students will understand that... 
➔ There is irreversible damage that has been done to the planet already. 
➔ There are things we can do to help maintain a healthy planet. 
Essential Questions 
Students will keep considering... 
➔ What can we do in everyday life to protect the environment? 
➔ Does everyone have the same level of responsibility in taking care of the 
➔ There are advantages and disadvantages for every possible solution 
➔ The world around us is precious and must be protected. 
➔ The damage is done, but we must slow down the harm being done for only 
Earth we have. 
environment? Why or why not? 
➔ Who is affected most by environmental issues? 
➔ Is Earth the only place humans can survive? 
➔ How can understanding environmental issues influence how we interact 
with our planet and other humans? 
➔ Is it worth trying to save the earth’s resources at this point? Or ​ya pa’ qué? 
 
 
Acquisition 
 
Students will know... 
Vocabulary meaning, spelling, conjugation?  
NOUNS 
➔ La basura 
➔ La contaminación 
➔ El planeta 
➔ La tierra 
➔ El mundo 
➔ La energía 
➔ El reciclaje 
➔ El agua potable 
➔ Los recursos naturales 
➔ Los especies 
➔ La extinción 
➔ El desperdicio 
➔ El vertedero 
➔ Las emisiones  
➔ el aire 
➔ El cambio climático 
➔ el calentamiento global 
ADJECTIVES 
➔ renovable 
➔ no renovable 
➔ sucio(a) 
➔ limpio(a) 
➔ fresca 
➔ global 
VERBS 
➔ Conservar 
➔ Tirar 
➔ Contaminar 
In Spanish​ , students will be able to…  
➔ ☆​Write and speak in the subjunctive tense, especially impersonal 
expressions and emotional responses. 
➔ ☆​Use the passive “se” when speaking or writing  
➔ Verbally​  voice an opinion about the earth’s current condition 
➔ Identify problems that exist in the environment. 
➔ Read, interpret, and summarize articles about the earth’s condition. 
➔ Investigate and propose possible solutions for environmental problems. 
➔ Explain possible advantages and disadvantages for found solutions. 
➔ Discuss who has the most responsibility when it comes to taking care of 
our planet 
➔ ☆​Create questions and responses 
➔ ☆​Determine whether a phrase to a text and cite the portion of the text 
that proves its relevance 
➔ ☆​Use technology to obtain information 
 
☆Skill has been taught already, but will be reviewed as we go. 
➔ Extinguirse 
➔ Verter 
➔ Reciclar 
➔ Cambiar 
➔ Morir 
➔ Sostener  
➔ calentar  
➔ derretir 
 
 
 
Stage 2- Evidence 
 
Code 
Evaluation 
Criteria 
 
1. M, T 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
➔ In 
grammatically 
(mostly) correct 
Spanish, student 
demonstrates 
thorough 
understanding 
of the issue, the 
solutions, 
advantages, and 
disadvantages.  
➔ Student uses 
vocabulary 
learned 
throughout unit. 
Student uses 
translator only 
when a word is 
one previously 
not learned (i.e., 
a word 
PERFORMANCE TASK(S): 
Students will show that they understand by evidence of... 
1. El medio ambiente: Proyecto informativo 
I. Research Guide (handwritten) must include: 
A. Research and explain one of the following environmental issues: 
1. Use of nonrenewable resources (choose ONE to focus on) 
2. Air pollution 
3. ONE endangered species 
4. Issues with fresh water 
5. Disposal of plastic 
6. Deforestation  
B. Find TWO possible solutions for your environmental issue. 
C. For EACH solution, you must find ONE advantage and ONE disadvantage. 
D. Sites may be in English, but you may not quote them. You will put your research into 
your OWN words IN SPANISH. Additionally, you should not look to blogs or sites like 
Wikipedia to help you with your research, as that information may be inaccurate. 
Here are some recommended sites for research: 
1. https://www.nationalgeographic.com/ 
2. https://greentumble.com/  
3. https://www.ucsusa.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. T 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
➔ A 
➔  A 
➔  A, M 
➔  A, T 
pertaining to the 
specific 
environmental 
issue). 
➔ Student speaks 
IN SPANISH 
between 1:30 
and 2:00 
(without 
significant 
pauses). 
➔ Student clearly 
understands the 
question and 
gives an 
appropriate 
answer using 
complete 
sentences, 
including 
relevant specific 
details or 
examples. 
➔ There are at 
least 3 sources, 
and all are cited 
at the end of the 
PowerPoint in 
MLA format. 
➔ No text on the 
slides except for 
the title. Visuals 
are relevant to 
the topic 
selected. Time 
was used wisely 
in class. 
 
 
 
4. https://www.epa.gov/ 
5. https://www.eea.europa.eu/ 
6. https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
7. https://www.worldwildlife.org/ 
8. https://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/environment 
9. New York Times - climate change articles 
10. https://www.livescience.com/  
*ALL EXPLANATIONS MUST BE IN SPANISH using vocabulary from your notes 
**Using Google Translate OR SpanishDict.com for more than a word at a time will result in an F, a 
phone call home, and a meeting with the principals. Trust me. I will know. 
II. PowerPoint presentation must include: 
A. Explanation (in Spanish) of environmental issue 
a. what it is and why it's a problem 
b. whom it affects 
c. relevant photo(s) 
B. 2 possible solutions (1 slide each) 
a. advantage & disadvantage about solution #1 
b. Advantage & disadvantage of solution #2 
c. relevant photos for ALL of those (should be about 4 slides) 
d. THE ONLY TEXT ON THESE SLIDES SHOULD BE THE ​TITLE​. (See exemplar on back 
of rubric.) 
e. NO NOTE CARDS WILL BE USED. The pictures on your slides should be your 
reference. 
III. At the end of your presentation, I will ask you a question OUT LOUD, which you must 
answer OUT LOUD on the spot. ​The more detailed answer you give, the more Spanish you show 
me that you know! 
 
2. IB Test - Papers 1 & 2 
 
 
OTHER EVIDENCE: 
Students will show they have achieved Stage 1 goals by... 
Learning Activities (February 4-March 8) 
A. whiteboard races for vocab practice 
B. ABC picture game 
C. answering EQs in Spanish -- practice expressing opinion in Spanish! 
D. practice writing subjunctive sentences, especially with suggestions and impersonal expressions 
➔  A, T 
➔  M, T 
➔  M, T 
➔  M, T 
➔  A, M, T 
➔ M, T 
◆ T 
◆ M 
➔ M, T 
➔ M, T 
 E. scavenger hunt - matching descriptions to vocab words in Spanish; more descriptions than vocab 
words 
a. follow-up: write a sentence using that vocab word in a subjunctive sentence 
F. Think, Pair, Shares with Essential Questions (answering in Spanish to the best of your ability) 
G. Create opinion-based questions about the environment; interview a partner with at least 3 
questions each 
H. Think, Pair, Share with various pictures (answering in Spanish to the best of your ability) 
a. plastic 
b. water 
c. pollution 
I. IB reading practices (Paper 1) 
J. identifying renewable vs. nonrenewable resources in Spanish, then suggesting alternatives to non 
renewable ones 
K. Reading ​infographic 
a. answering interpretive questions 
b. answering opinion-based questions 
L. IB writing practices (Paper 2) 
 
 
 
 
Stage 3- Learning Plan 
Learning Events (February 4-March 8, 2019) 
weeks lunes martes 1. miércoles / jueves (block day) viernes 
Week 
1 
1. Do Now 
2. Watch ​video​ (in 
which every action a 
man takes in his 
home affects the 
natural living 
conditions on an 
island where a cat 
lives), make 
predictions: what 
will our unit be 
about? 
3. Present objectives & 
6. Do Now 
7. Whiteboard races 
a. Teacher shows a picture 
of something from 
vocab list, but does not 
show any words 
b. The first student (or 
group if you have 
limited whiteboards) to 
raise their whiteboard 
with the correct Spanish 
vocab word with correct 
spelling gets 2 points 
1. Do Now 
2. ABC game 
a. First, we pick 2 letters from the alphabet that are 
“worth more” than the other letters, no more than 5 
points (ex.: A=5 and M=3) 
b. Students have 1 minute to look at an image relevant 
to the unit 
c. During that minute, students write as many words in 
Spanish they can think of to describe what they see in 
the photo 
d. When time is up, change the slide (so students can’t 
keep writing). Student with the most points wins. 
3. Look at irregular verbs from unit (yo form especially) 
1. Do Now 
2. Whiteboard races (verb 
conjugations) 
3. Review expressing 
opinion, especially 
emotional responses to 
situations 
a. Give examples of 
emotional responses 
about things that have 
happened in the media 
recently to get students 
attention 
EQs 
4. Think, Pair, Share 
(EQ 1) 
5. Present new 
vocabulary (nouns) 
c. every student/group 
after that with the 
correct answer gets 1 
point 
8. Think, Pair, Share (EQ 2) 
9. Present new vocabulary 
(verbs) 
10.ET: write 3 complete 
sentences using 2 vocab 
words per sentence 
4. Play “cucharas” with verbs from this unit 
a. Students are in pairs. Each pair gets one 
plastic spoon that goes in the middle. Teacher 
projects a sentence/says a sentence out loud 
using verbs from this unit. 
b. If the sentence is grammatically correct, the 
first student to grab the spoon gets a point. If 
the sentence is NOT correct and a student 
grabs the spoon, the other person gets a 
point. 
c. Discuss as a class why each sentence is 
correct/incorrect. 
5. Writing practice (25 minutes max.) 
6. Trade and grade → Why this answer and not that one? 
7. Go put your grade on the data tracker in the classroom 
8. Present adjectives & natural resources vocab 
b. “¿Qué observas?” 
c. Students should note 
that there is 
subjunctive in the 
second half of the 
sentence because of the 
emotional response 
d. Give sentence stems for 
students to create their 
own emotional 
responses having to do 
with the environment 
4. Given 3 questions, 
respond in 2-3 sentences 
with your own opinion 
5. Trade answers to discuss 
what you each wanted to 
express 
Week 
2 
1. Do Now 
2. ABC game 
3. Think, Pair, Share 
(EQ 3) 
4. Looking back at 
expressing our own 
opinion (from 
Friday) create your 
OWN opinion 
questions; may have 
to review how to 
form a question 
5. Interview a partner 
using those 
questions -- partner 
must answer in 
Spanish (NOT for a 
grade, please just 
try) 
6. Do Now 
7. Whiteboard races 
(adjectives and natural 
resources) 
8. Scavenger hunt for vocab 
word descriptions 
a. Essentially, students 
match vocab words to 
descriptions of the 
words, but they have to 
go around the room to 
find the descriptions 
b. it keeps them mobile 
and lets them interact 
without 
9. Follow-up for scavenger 
hunt: write a subjunctive 
sentence using this vocab 
word 
10.Work on quiz review 
1. Do Now 
2. Whiteboard races with verbs & natural resources 
3. Vocab quiz (attached at the bottom of this template) 
4. Objective check-in 
5. Look at this ​picture 
a. What does it mean? 
b. Why is it so serious? 
c. TPS 
6. Reading & writing ​practice with renewable vs. 
nonrenewable resources 
7. Stop after categorization process to check for 
understanding; give instructions for writing & opinion 
portion 
TEACHER WORK DAY 
Week 
3 
NO SCHOOL 1. Do Now 
2. TPS (EQ 4) 
3. Go over vocab quiz 
4. Objective check-in 
5. Read ​infographic ​on 
1. Do Now 
2. Have students choose topics for their project via 
Google Form interest survey 
a. Students should pick their top three choices 
given the six topics with a short, 
1. Do Now 
2. Students do research 
3. Students should 
complete portions of 
online research guide 
“basura en México” 
6. Answer interpretive 
questions first, then 
opinion questions: What 
can we do to improve this 
situation? Why does it 
matter? 
one-sentence justification as to why they like 
these in this order 
b. While students do reading practice, teacher 
goes through surveys to give students certain 
topics 
3. Paper 1 Text booklet​ (May 2013, Text B - ​question 
booklet​ & ​answer booklet​ reading comprehension 
practice (attached at the bottom) 
a. Students read the text 
b. Students answer attached questions, which 
are both interpretive and conceptual 
4. Trade and grade → why this answer and not that one? 
5. Present project instructions, rubric -- emphasize 
expectations 
a. especially the Q & A at the end of the 
presentation 
b. also especially vocabulary  
6. Answer clarifying questions 
7. Students should start research and complete portions 
of online research guide for: 
a. what the issue is 
b. why it's a problem 
c. whom it affects 
(attached at the bottom) 
for: 
a. two solutions for 
this problem 
b. advantages for 
each solution 
c. disadvantages for 
each solution 
d. develop their 
opinion on which 
solution is better 
Week 
4 
1. Do Now 
2. Students should 
work on putting their 
thoughts into 
Spanish (if they 
haven’t done so 
already) on their 
handwritten 
research guide 
3.  Once completed, 
students may get a 
computer to put 
together their 
PowerPoint 
4.  Pair students as they 
finish their 
PowerPoints so they 
can practice their 
presentations, at first 
using their research 
guide 
5.  Do Now 
6.  Feedback sessions in 
groups of 4 (high, mid, 
mid-low, & low) 
a. rotate who grades 
whom on their rubric 
b. students may use 
phones for timing each 
other ​only 
c. students should correct 
each other; each 
person should go first 
so that they have a 
good idea of what 
they’ll say 
1. Do Now  
2. Presentations!!! 
3. While not presenting, students answer questions in a 
graphic organizer IN ENGLISH to make sure they 
understood the presentations 
1. Do Now 
2. Finish remaining 
presentations 
3. While not presenting, 
students answer questions 
in a graphic organizer IN 
ENGLISH to make sure 
they understood the 
presentations 
a. Partners 
should help 
adjust 
grammar 
where they 
hear/see 
mistakes 
b. Partners 
should also 
point out 
possible 
errors on 
PowerPoints 
(too much 
text, 
irrelevant 
photos, 
citations not 
in MLA, etc.) 
Week 
5 
1. Do Now 
2. Paper 2 practice 
a. walk students 
through the 
prompt 
b. what key vocab can 
we use? 
3. After time is up to 
write, walk students 
through markscheme 
so they see where 
they can gain points 
a. emphasize that 
they DO NOT 
LOSE points; they 
can only gain 
them! 
b. give them 
examples of 
places they can 
gain EASY points 
(giving a title, 
using certain 
tense, etc.) 
4. Do Now 
5. ABC game 
6. whiteboard races with 
any and all vocab 
7. remind students that 
their test is 
Wednesday/Thursday 
8. TPS on images: 
a. Plastic 
b. Water 
c. Pollution  
1. Do Now 
2. Paper 1 & 2 test 
3. Once you finish, grade it on the mark-scheme at my 
desk with a red pen (until too many kids are finishing 
at once; then teacher takes student pencil and give 
them a red pen; when they finish, trade the test for 
the red pen) 
4. Write IB scores on the board  
5. Students write IB score on tracker 
1. Do Now 
2. Give students back 
tests with ​school 
grade AND IB score 
on it 
3. Go over what we 
noticed for patterns 
--what we will 
practice after spring 
break before the test 
(which is May 21) 
 
 ​Materials for Unit   
Scavenger Hunt (Mobile vocabulary matching) 
 
  
Vocab Quiz 
 
Categorization of renewable vs. nonrenewable resources (interpretive reading) 
  
  
Infographic (originally from ​aztecnoticias.com.mx​) 
 
  
  
IB Paper 1 PRACTICE 
  
 
  
IB Paper 1 PRACTICE answer key 
  
Online Research Guide 
Qué necesitas saber información fuente 
Problema del medio 
ambiente 
 
¿Por qué es un problema 
por el planeta?  
 
 
 
Información: 
Foto(s):  
¿Quién está afectado/a 
más? 
 
 
 
 
Información: 
Foto(s):  
Solución 1  
 
 
 
Información: 
Foto(s):  
Ventaja  
 
 
Información: 
Foto(s):  
Desventaja  
 
 
Información: 
Foto(s):  
Solución 2  
 
 
 
Información: 
Foto(s):  
Ventaja  
 
 
Información: 
Foto(s):  
Desventaja  
 
 
Información: 
Foto(s):  
Project presentation rubric 
 
IB Test 
IB Paper 1 portion of test (​Text A​) 
 
 
 
Questions for Paper 1 test 
 

  
Mark scheme/Answer key for Paper 1 portion of test 
 
  
IB ​Paper 2​ portion of TEST 
 
IB Paper 2 portion of test ANSWER KEY 
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 Extra Required Materials: 
● classroom projector and computer 
● class set of whiteboards and expo markers 
● access to technology (for student PowerPoints) 
● printed copies of all worksheets, rubrics, tests, and practices 
 
 
